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come to the pass of compelling the British govern-
ment to demand the displacement of the minister,
as a pledge, that the frequent acts of offence,
which had occurred under his administration,
were without his Highness' countenance. In

duced by the conduct of his agent at Ahmedabad, were also
brought forward in this remonstrance. Mr. E. then attri-
buted these acts rather to the ignorance and Mahratta habits
of the favourite, than to any deliberate design of breaking
with the British government. But it cannot be denied, that
the tone assumed at some of the discussions of that time was
such as to indicate the most ambitious views. In one con-
ference, the rights of the Pfeshwa coming under discussion,
Trimbukjee went so far as to assert his master's right to the
Chout of Bengal, under the cession of Uleevurdee Khan, and
to that of Mysoor, agreed to by Hyder Ulee : such was the
temper of the man, who had been specially appointed a short
time before to conduct business on behalf of the Pcshwa with
the British Representative at his court. The high favour he
still enjoyed made it difficult not to identify the Peshwa with
his minister. Had the Mahratta powers risen against the Eng-
lish in the year 1814-15, there can be little doubt, that Bajee
Eao would have seized the first occasion to shake off his sub-
sidiary connexion with us, and take his station amongst them:
but he was not yet prepared to take the lead himself, and
offer an example for their imitation, in the manner he did in
1817-18. Naturally suspicious and timorous, be would pro-
bably have preferred to take no active part, until he had seen
what success attended others. The bolder plan he ultimately
adopted, he was goaded to by the continual loss and dis-
appointment he incurred, in the prosecution of that course
of insidious attack which he commenced from this time
forward.